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A Special Thank You:

Apple
For their support of the legal marketplace.

Please visit Apple’s Legal Web resources at:
www.apple.com/business/solutions/legal.html

http://www.apple.com/business/solutions/legal.html
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Free Legal Technology and 
Law Practice Management 

CLE Sponsored by 
MicroLaw, Inc.

Exclusive Endorsed 
Technology Service Provider 

of the Milwaukee Bar 
Association

MicroLaw is the Exclusive Endorsed 
Technology Service Provider of the 

MBA

♦25% Discount on Technology Evaluations and Strategic 
Plans - Save between $125 and $10,000!
♦5% Discount on Ongoing Services, Support and Training
♦Free Annual 10 Point Network Security Inspection

Member Benefits Include:
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Your Presenter:
Ross L. Kodner, Esq.

CEO/Senior Legal Technologist
MicroLaw, Inc.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
E-Mail: rkodner@microlaw.com
Web: www.microlaw.com

♦Marquette Univ.  Law School, 1986 (Law Review)
♦Founded MicroLaw in 1985
♦Legal Technologist
♦Chair, Milwaukee Bar Association Technology 
Committee, Chair Wisconsin/Midwest Law & 
Technology Conference 2002-2006
♦Technolawyer Consultant of the Year 1999, Contributor 
of the Year 2001, 2002, 2005
♦Over 825 law practices assisted
♦Obsessive author and speaker nationwide on legal 
technology subjects
♦Chair, ABA LPM Section Computer & Technology 
Division since 1998 and Member, TECHSHOW 1998-2001 
Board; Co-Chair, LegalTech Planning Board for all U.S. 
Conferences
♦Former Board Member, State Bar of Wisconsin Law 
Practice Section; Technology Resource Committee
♦Co-Founder, Legal Technology Alliance

mailto:rkodner@microlaw.com
http://www.microlaw.com
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“Get a Mac” - Is it an Option for 
Lawyers?

▪We’ve all heard the exhortation 
anytime we face Windows trials and 
tribulations
▪Today, with 100% file compatibility 
and Virtual PC 7 from Microsoft to run 
Windows applications, Macs can make 
real economic and functional sense 
for lawyers, especially in smaller 
practices
▪The Mac Mini is a perfect example of 
a low-cost network station - from $499
▪Powerbooks could be the ultimate 
Legal Road Warrior platform
▪So explore, subscribe to MacLaw and 
MacAttorney and consider “getting a 
Mac”
▪www.apple.com

MacAttorney.com
MacLaw.org

http://www.apple.com
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The “Legal Apple Cart:” It’s Getting 
More Crowded Than You Might Think
▪More and more law firms are saying 
enough is enough when it comes to 
PC systems that just don’t compute
▪The ranks of Mac-using lawyers are 
steadily increasing
▪When time is money, every crash, 
reboot, each peripheral that won’t 
connect . . . all cost law practices 
money
▪For Mac lawyers, their systems are 
their “secret weapons,” allowing them 
to spend more time practicing law and 
less time babysitting uncooperative 
technology

Columbus, Ohio Mac Lawyer

“Thanks for talking about Macs in your 
presentation [to the South Carolina Bar’s 2005 
Convention].  I’d rather that as few lawyers as 
possible know what you and I know about Macs.  
I consider my Mac to be my secret weapon and 
wouldn’t want word to get out”

South Carolina Solo Practitioner
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Demystifing the Legal Mac - Common 
Myths and the Truth Behind Them

▪Myth: Macs never break down
▸Fact: Sure they do - they computers with mechanical 
components like hard drives and power supplies/fans. 
▸Reality: Macs do tend to be more reliable than PC systems 
because of the general lack of multi-vendor parts and pieces and 
the more “closed” physical environment
▪Myth: Macs never crash
▸Fact: Mostly true - Mac OS X 10.3 (called “Panther”) is built on 
UNIX, the most reliable network operating system potentially ever 
created.  It is objectively more stable than any Windows PC I have 
ever used
▪Myth: There’s no legal software for Macs
▸Fact: It is true that there aren’t nearly as many legal apps for 
Macs as for Windows systems.  However, there are certainly 
capable products and a very collegial legal Mac community to get
help and ideas. 
▸Reality: Perhaps the most stable and reliable way to run legal 
Windows apps is . . . on a Mac!  Using Microsoft’s Virtual PC 7, 
Windows XP Pro literally runs on a Mac G4 or G5 - it’s real XP Pro 
so legal apps like case managers, litigation support products, etc. 
work well (and with enough RAM, quickly too!)
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Demystifing the Legal Mac - Common 
Myths and the Truth Behind Them, Part 2

▪Myth: Macs and Mac apps require no training
▸Fact: Absurd.  You always need to learn how to use your software.  
Failure to adequate train your lawyers and staff is one of the most 
costly mistakes any practice can make, whether using Windows or 
Mac systems (or both)
▸Reality: It’s just as critical to streamline the workflow of your 
practice and then integrate your technology into the flow if you
want to actually see any kind of positive return on your legal 
technology investment
▪Myth: Macs are just not compatible
▸Fact: Wrong.  In a way, you could say Macs are “hyper-
compatible” with just about everything.  Macs can connect to Apple, 
Novell, Microsoft, Unix and Linux networks.  Mac Word, Excel and
Powerpoint are 100% compatible with their Windows counterparts -
files are completely exchangeable for this core legal app
▸Reality: Taking it a step further, if you have legal apps like 
TimeMatters World Server that run in a browser, it makes little 
difference whether you use a Mac or PC to access the software 
these days
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Demystifing the Legal Mac - Common 
Myths and the Truth Behind Them, Part 3

▪Myth: Macs are only useful for “creative” work like 
graphic design, desktop publishing and multimedia
▸Fact: Yes and no.  Macs are the perfect tools for those who do 
“creative” visual work.  But isn’t this what trial lawyers need to do 
to most persuasively present their cases?  It’s not that Macs aren’t 
well-suited to business, it’s just that Apple has been ineffective at 
marketing to business and professional services firms
▸Reality: Every business, and especially time-focused professional 
organizations like law firms, can benefit significantly from the high 
levels of reliability and nearly hassle-free functionality that are the 
hallmarks of Macs.  Apple seems to be waking up to the legal world 
- finally -with a commitment in terms of liveware and money that we 
have never seen before
▸Bottom-Line: With that said, this time “Beta” could actually kick 
the crap out of “VHS” . . . if the legal marketplace needs 
“permission” to use Macs, there’s no reason for legal technology 
experts not to give it today
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Taking a Byte of the Legal Apple: 
Fascinating Mac Stuff, Part One

▪Most of us who have 
been Windows forever 
are often entirely 
unaware of some of 
the fascinating and 
innovative technology 
and tools that Mac 
lawyers use every day 
(often against us!)
▪Let’s explore a few 
tools, technologies 
and resources Mac 
lawyer’s have in their 
law practice arsenal

“Exposé” - With Mac OS X, 
pressing F9 will show you all 

your open application 
windows on your electronic 
desktop - exactly like a real 

desk surface.  Why can’t 
Windows do this?
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15" Mac Mobile 
Law

Taking a Byte of the Legal Apple: 
Fascinating Mac Stuff, Part Two

▪The Mobile Mac Lawyer has 
extraordinary tools available 
to take his or her practice 
anywhere
▪Powerbooks feel like the 
Ferrari’s of the laptop world, 
but with Chevy reliability
▪Apple’s Airport Express is 
an incredible melding of pure 
business and pure 
entertainment 
▸A tiny portable wireless access 
point and also a way to broadcast 
your iTunes music (and “books 
on tape”) to speakers or an audio 
system -under 8 oz., less than 
$130)

17" Mac Mobile Law 
Office

12" Mac 
Mobile Law 

Office

15" Mac Mobile 
Law Office
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Real Lawyers 
DO Use Macs:

Read Law Practice 
Case Studies at 

Apple.com/ 
smallbusiness

(Click on “Legal”)



New York LegalTech • February 2004MicroLaw Mondays ♦ Ross L. Kodner, Esq.

The Legal Mac: A Practical Option for All Lawyers
©2005, Ross Kodner & MicroLaw, Inc., All Rights Reserved

Mac Legal Resources Abound!

▪Start with Randy 
Singers’ Site: 
MacAttorney.com and 
the online legal software 
listings

Randy’s MacAttorney
newsletter is also a 
must – free from 
www.macattorney.com

http://www.macattorney.com
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Mac Legal Resources Abound!

▪Next buy Randy Singers’
Guide to Macintosh 
Legal Software – the 
“bible” of legal Mac use 
(available from the ABA 
Law Practice 
Management Section at 
www.lawpractice.org)

http://www.lawpractice.org)


New York LegalTech • February 2004MicroLaw Mondays ♦ Ross L. Kodner, Esq.

The Legal Mac: A Practical Option for All Lawyers
©2005, Ross Kodner & MicroLaw, Inc., All Rights Reserved

Case management 
apps from the 
MacAttorney.com
online software listing
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LawStream is the 
leading Mac case 
management system 
(www.lawstream.com)

http://www.lawstream.com)
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SmartLex from Smartway
Software is another leading 

legal case management 
application
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DeNovo Systems CaseMgr is 
the most venerable of all Mac 

legal case managers –
starting as a litigation 

support app, it evolved into a 
comprehensive case 
management system
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BriefLegal offers fully 
integrated legal time and 

billing as well as accounting 
systems that rival top 
Windows counterparts
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Other Mac Legal Time/Billing Systems: 
TimeNet - Law

TimeNet – Law from 
AppleSource Software is 
another leading Mac legal 

billing and accounting 
system
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TrialSmart is a 
comprehensive litigation 

support app that combines 
Summation’s abilities with 

the trial presentation verve of 
Sanction . . . In one cost-

effective system
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TrialSmart brings full 
transcript search and 

annotation capabilities, 
a discovery database 

and melds it into a 
seamless trial 

presentation system –
no single Windows 
litigation support 

program does this!



New York LegalTech • February 2004MicroLaw Mondays ♦ Ross L. Kodner, Esq.

The Legal Mac: A Practical Option for All Lawyers
©2005, Ross Kodner & MicroLaw, Inc., All Rights Reserved

StickyBrain is a fascinating 
“free form” note manager 
with contact tracking and 

calendar function that could 
be a simpler alternative to 

complex case management 
systems – for $40!
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StickyBrain in action – View 
your “case” notes, search the 
full text, organize notes into 

folders for each case (i.e. 
correspondence, pleadings, 

discovery, witnesses, 
testimony, etc.



New York LegalTech • February 2004MicroLaw Mondays ♦ Ross L. Kodner, Esq.

The Legal Mac: A Practical Option for All Lawyers
©2005, Ross Kodner & MicroLaw, Inc., All Rights Reserved

The Legal iPod: Business First, Music 
Second?

▪Apple’s wildly popular iPod 
portable media player has legitimate 
legal and business applications!
▪An iPod can serve as an external 
hard drive, backing up files, 
providing document and image 
storage
▪Add data backup software like 
Backup MyPC, RetroSpect or 
Second Copy and you’ve got a 
laptop backup system
▪Store digital photos of clients, 
accident scenes, real estate 
property using the iPod Photo
▪So think Work First, Music Second!
▪$299-$599
▪www.apple.com

http://www.apple.com
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Ross L. Kodner
President/CEO
MicroLaw, Inc.
Automating Lawyers Since 1985
Phone: 414-540-9433
FAX: 414-540-9548
E-Mail: #Email@microlaw.com
Clicks: www.microlaw.com
Bricks: 2320 W. Camden Rd. Milwaukee, WI 
53209

Thank You!
♦ Don’t forget your discount coupons!
♦ Watch the MBA CLE Calendar for 

MicroLaw Mondays!

mailto:#Email@microlaw.com
http://www.microlaw.com

